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Agenda 
• The Swedish National Archive 

• The Swedish context 

• The National Archives in the Nordic countries 

• The Future 

 



The Swedish National Archives 

• One of the oldest public agencies in Sweden, 
founded in the 17th century 

• The regional state archives were founded in the 
beginning of the 20th century and are located in 
Vadstena, Uppsala, Visby, Lund, Göteborg, 
Härnösand and Östersund 

• In 2010 the Swedish NA and the regional state 
archives became one agency 

• Since 2012 the Swedish NA is a process-oriented 
organization 



Our functions - Riksarkivet 

Arbeta för en god 
arkivhantering 

 
-Normering 
-Utveckla metoder 
- Inspektera 

Hantera 
leveranser av 
statliga arkiv  

Främja enskild 
arkivverksamhet 

Bevara 
arkiv 

Tillhandahålla 

Göra arkiv 
tillgängliga 

Öka 
kännedomen 

om arkiv 





A Swedish context 

• Structure of legislation in the archival field 

• Swedish National Archives – regulations and guidelines 

 



Structure of Legislation in the 
Archival Field 

Freedom of the Press Act 

Regulations and Guidelines issued by the 
Swedish National Archives 

Freedom of the Press Act Freedom of the Press Act Freedom of the Press Act Freedom of the Press Act 

Regulations and Guidelines issued by the 
Swedish National Archives 

Archives Ordinance 

Archives Act Personal Data Act 

Freedom of the Press Act 

Public Access to 
Information and Secrecy 

Act 



Freedom of the Press Act  
• The right of access to official documents presupposes 

that documents are kept in their original condition, text 
and context 

• E-documents are acknowledged 

• Rules about preservation and deletion or other 
dispossessing of official documents shall be regulated in 
law 



The Archives Act 
- purposes 

• Safeguard the right to access official documents 

• Meet judicial and administrative needs  

• Satisfy the needs of research  

• Protect the national cultural heritage  



The Archives Act 

• According to the Archives Act even after appraisal 
and selection of official documents the purposes of 
the act must be met 

• Parliament and Government issues acts and 
ordinances concerning deletion of official documents 
(personal data protection) that sometimes overrides 
the Archival Act 



Swedish National Archives 
Regulations and Guidelines 

General Regulations 

Technical Specifications  
- International Standards 

Appraisal and 
Disposal 

Storage 
Facilities 

• Paper 
• ICT 
•Audio and Video 





Swedish NA - Regulations  

• General regulations (RA-FS) 

• Specific regulations (RA-MS) 

Disposal 
Exceptions to 

general 
regulations 



The National Archives in the 
Nordic countries  

• We have different mandate  
– Different possibilities to govern the public sector 
– Different prespectives on appraisal, disposal and 

when archives should be transferred to the NA 

• Common challenges  
– Digital preservation 
– eGovernment 
– (General Data Protection Regulation – the right to 

be forgotten and to erasure) 
 
 

 

 



The Nordic NA 
Some exemples, Cooperation 

• National Archivists  

• Nordisk arkivakademi 

• ”Digital preservation”  
– Metadata – ADDML 
– E-archive seminar 

• ”Informal” meetings 
– Appraisal practices 
– XML, METS etc.  

 
 



The future  
- The present 

• The EU 
– Different rules on disposal dates  
– The PSI Directive (”PSI-lagen”) 
– Information management (ex. MoReq2010,  
Peppol) 

• eGovernment 
– The Delegation for eGovernment  



The future  
- A vision 



The future 
- another vision (FGS – förvaltningsgemensam 
specifikation) 

E-Arkiv 
(mellanarkiv)  

Allmänhet 

Slutarkiv hos 
arkivmyndighet 
(egen drift eller 

som tjänst) 

Verksamhets- 
system 2 

Verksamhets-
system 1 

Diarieförings-
system/ÄHS 

Söktjänster (t ex Mina ärendeöversikter, Mina fullmakter) 

Tjänsteman 

Tjänsteman 

Myndighetens 
överföring till e-arkiv 

Överlämnande till 
arkivmyndighetens e-arkiv 

Förvaltning A 

Förvaltning B 

Förvaltning C 

Förvaltning … FGS 

FGS 

FGS 

E-Arkiv 
(mellanarkiv)  E-arkiv 
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arkivmyndighet 
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som tjänst) 

FGS 



The future 
- hopes 

• ”Göra rätt från början” 
– Strategies and methods to create, manage and preserve e-documents 

• ”FGS” 
- ”Guidelines” on e-archiving  

- ”The archive as a resource for eGovernment”  



The future 
- Public agencies 

• More ”regulations” on information management 
from other institutes than the Swedish public 
sector 
– What data/information to collect (processes and formats) 
– Several sectors create their own standards, often without 

taking to account the preseravtion aspects 

• eGovernment needs 
– Inter-agency coordination  
– Interoperability  
– Strategies and methods for digital preservation 



The future 
- Riksarkivet 

• A wider field? 
– The Swedish National Archive needs to 

cooperate with new partners and clients 

• A different picture?  
– It has been suggested that the public agency 

Statens servicecenter will take care of ”e-
documents” from the public sector before 
they are transferred to the Swedish National 
Archive 

– Open Data 

• ”Less control, more cooperation”? 

 



More information 

• Swedish National Archive: http://riksarkivet.se/offentlig-
forvaltning 

• Project eARD (FGS): http://riksarkivet.se/earkiv  

• The eDelegation: http://edelegationen.se/In-
English/About-the-Delegation/ 

• Statens Servicecenter: 
http://www.statenssc.se/Sidor/Nyheter/Pressmeddeland
en/Stora-vinster-f%C3%B6r-medborgare-och-
myndigheter-genom-e-arkiv-och-e-diarium.aspx 
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TACK! 
 

 

E-post: Anna-Kristina.Andersson@riksarkivet.se 
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